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1 Introduction to Ecology 
and Management

Contents

The ecological mindset
Early strands of ecological thinking
Rise of a mass movement

Basic science for managers
General principles
Earth sciences

The estrangement of management and ecology
Managerial incentives
International business effects

Learning objectives

After reading this chapter, you will be able to:

Situate environmental thinking in a historical context

Apply basic concepts in environmental science 

Identify factors impeding managers’ adoption of an ecological approach

Buy this file: http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=247

http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=247


http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=247

Principles of Ecology and Management2

-

-

-

The ecological mindset
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Anthropocentrism: View 

that humans are the central 
feature of all existence.anthropocentric

for a stewardship

-

Early strands of ecological thinking

-

oikos
logos

holistic
-

et al.

resource depletion
degradation of the biosphere

Stewardship: Idea that one 
entity has a practical if not 

moral obligation to take 
responsibility for another.

Holistic: View that a 
system is defined by the 
interactions between its 

components rather than by 
their sum total.

Resource depletion:
Exhaustion of irreplaceable 

stocks of raw physical 
commodities consumed as a 

result of human activity.

Degradation of the 
biosphere: Where damage, 

often in the form of 
pollution caused by human 

activities, is done to the 
natural support systems 

sustaining life.
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